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 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    I  w i l l  ca l l  the  ro l l .  2 

 I ’m he re .  3 

 Leg is la to r  Fo rd?  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Here .  5 

 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    Leg is la to r  Becke r?  6 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    P resent .  7 

 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo  i s  8 

subs t i tu t i ng  fo r  Leg is la to r  Dunne.  9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Here .  10 

 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  11 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .  12 

 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    Leg is la to r  Denenberg?  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Here .  14 

 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    Leg is la to r  T ro iano?  15 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Here .  16 

 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    We have a  quorum.  17 

 We have one i tem here  today  and tha t  i s  18 

an  o rd inance  to  adop t  the  Nassau  County  bud get  19 

fo r  Nassau  Communi ty  Co l lege  fo r  t he  f i sca l  year  20 

commenc ing  September  1 ,  2012 ,  end ing  August  31 ,  21 

2013 ,  and to  app ropr ia te  revenues and the  t o ta l  22 

amount  o f  mon ies  to  be  ra i sed  by  taxa t ion  w i th in  23 

the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau  fo r  t he  purposes  o f  Na ssau 24 

Commun i t y  Co l lege fo r  such  f i sca l  year ,  pur suant  25 
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to  the  p rov i s ions  o f  t he  Educa t ion  Law,  the  2 

Coun ty  Law,  the  Genera l  Mun ic ipa l  Law,  the  County  3 

Government  Law o f  Nassau  Coun ty  and the  Nas sau  4 

Coun ty  Admin i s t ra t i ve  Code .  5 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 6 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    So moved .  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  8 

 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  9 

Becker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  10 

 DR.  ASTRAB:     Yes .   Good a f te rnoon.   11 

Dona ld  As t rab ,  P res ident ,  Nassau  Communi ty  12 

Co l l ege.   I  wan t  to  thank  the  members  o f  th e  13 

Government  Serv i ces  Commi t tee .   Thank you f o r  14 

p rov id ing  me  th i s  oppor tun i t y  to  p resent  to  you 15 

Nassau  Commun i t y  Co l lege 's  budge t  fo r  f i sca l  yea r  16 

2012-2013,  and I  a lso  want  to  thank  you fo r  your  17 

exped i t i ous  cons idera t ion .  18 

 The NCC budge t  fo r  2012-2013 i s  a  no  19 

tu i t ion  increase /no  fee  increase /no  tax  inc rease  20 

budget .  21 

 I t  i s  my  unders tand ing  tha t  t he  pub l ic  22 

hear ing  on  the  Co l lege 's  budge t  has  been  se t  f o r  23 

June  18,  so  I  w i l l  keep my  remarks  today  on  the  24 

b r ie f  s ide .   However ,  I  do  wan t  to  h igh l igh t  25 
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those areas  tha t  have been  i f  focus  in  the  pas t .  2 

 F i rs t ,  f o r  t he  fou r th  year  i n  a  row,  th i s  3 

budget  does  no t  assume o r  ask  fo r  any  incre ase  in  4 

Coun ty  p roper ty  taxes  suppor t i ng  the  Co l leg e .   We 5 

a re  ve ry  g ra te fu l  fo r  the  leve l  o f  suppor t  N assau 6 

Coun ty  has  g i ven  to  the  Co l l ege in  the  pas t ,  and  7 

tha t  l eve l  o f  suppor t  has  enab led  the  Count y 's  8 

cont r i bu t i on ,  as  a  percentage  o f  t he  ove ra l l  9 

Co l l ege budge t ,  to  s tay  pre t t y  c lose  to  the  leve l  10 

env i s ioned  by  s ta te  law.   A l though  we recog n ize  11 

tha t  ma in ta in ing  the  County 's  commi tment  on  12 

beha l f  o f  the  Co l l ege ' s  opera t ing  budget  w i l l  13 

requ i re  add i t iona l  revenues a t  some po in t  i n  the  14 

fu tu re ,  we  a l so  recogn ize  the  rea l i t y  tha t  such 15 

add i t i ona l  revenues wou ld  no t  be  fo r thcomin g  th i s  16 

year .  17 

 Second ,  th is  budge t  does  no t  i nc lude  any  18 

i ncrease  in  tu i t ion  or  f ees .   Cur ren t l y ,  s t udents  19 

a re  bear ing  more  than 40  percent  o f  the  cos t  o f  20 

the  Co l l ege ' s  opera t ing  budge t .   Th i s  a l rea dy  21 

h igh  percentage  wou ld  have  been even  h igher  i f  i t  22 

had no t  been  fo r  a  s ign i f i can t  i nc rease in  s ta te  23 

a id  th is  yea r ,  wh ich  amoun ted  in  NCC's  case  to  be  24 

a lmost  $3  mi l l i on .   However ,  t o  pu t  th is  in c rease 25 
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in  con tex t ,  t he  leve l  o f  s ta te  a id  to  a l l  2 

commun i t y  co l leges ,  inc lud ing  NCC,  even w i t h  th i s  3 

i nc rease ,  i s  less  than  wha t  was ava i lab le  i n  4 

2003 .   A l l  e lements  o f  t he  Co l lege  - -  5 

admin i s t ra t i on ,  facu l t y ,  and  s tudents  - -  exp ended 6 

cons iderab le  e f fo r ts  th i s  pas t  yea r  in  advo cat ing  7 

fo r  an  even la rger  i nc rease in  s ta te  a id .   We are  8 

g ra te fu l  t o  our  s ta te  represen ta t i ves  fo r  t h is  9 

i nc rease ,  bu t  I  assu re  you  tha t  ou r  e f fo r ts  w i l l  10 

cont inue  a t  t he  s ta te  leve l ,  t o  see tha t  th e  11 

s ta te  u l t ima te l y  can  p rov ide  the  l eve l  o f  a id  12 

env i s ioned  in  s ta te  law.   By  p rov id ing  fo r  no  13 

i ncrease  in  tu i t ion  or  f ees ,  we have  been a b le  to  14 

keep  the  tu i t ion  a t  $3 ,990  annua l l y ,  wh ich  i s  the  15 

same leve l  as  Su f fo l k  Commun i t y  Co l l ege cha rges .   16 

In  add i t ion  to  be ing  m indfu l  o f  ma in ta in ing  ou r  17 

compet i t i ve  pos i t i on  w i th  respec t  to  o ther  18 

commun i t y  co l leges ,  the  leve l  o f  t u i t i on  in  th is  19 

budget  recogn izes  tha t  subs tan t i a l  t u i t i on  20 

i ncreases  pu t  a t  r i sk  ou r  ab i l i t y  to  fu l f i l l  our  21 

m iss ion  o f  o f fe r ing  a f fo rdab le ,  h igh  qua l i t y  22 

h igher  educa t ion .  23 

 Th i rd ,  w i th  respec t  to  spend ing  in  the  24 

budget ,  spend ing  w i l l  be  i nc reased  by  less  than 25 
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one pe rcen t  compared  to  the  adop ted Co l l ege  2 

budget  fo r  t he  f i sca l  year  2011-2012 .   To  pu t  3 

th is  i n  fu r ther  contex t ,  t he  Co l lege  budget  fo r  4 

2011-2012 i t se l f  ca l led  fo r  l ess  spend ing  th an  5 

the  Co l l ege budget  had  in  the  adop ted o f  20 09-6 

2010  in  sp i te  o f  t he  fac t  tha t  t he  base l ine  7 

g rowth  i n  the  budget  each yea r  i s  approx ima te l y  8 

$10 mi l l ion .   I n  o ther  words ,  the  budget  be fore  9 

you today  fo r  you cont inues  a  pa t te rn  o f  th e  l as t  10 

few years  o f  s ign i f i can t  spen d ing  res t ra in t .  11 

 F ina l l y ,  t h i s  budget  spend ing  w i l l  ca l l  12 

fo r  $1 .5  m i l l ion  to  come f rom fund  ba lance.   13 

Spend ing  down  fund  ba lance  i s  someth ing  tha t  mus t  14 

be  done ca re fu l l y  and jud i c ious l y .   Bu t  a t  a  t ime 15 

when  o ther  sources  o f  revenue  have  been inc r eased 16 

to  the i r  p rac t i ca l  l im i t s  and  when  spend ing ,  as  I  17 

i nd i ca ted  a  moment  ago ,  has  a l ready  been  18 

s ign i f i can t l y  res t ra ined ,  tapp ing  in to  fund  19 

ba lance is  no t  i nappropr ia te .   However ,  eve n  w i th  20 

th is  expend i tu re  o f  fund  ba lance ,  the  leve l  o f  21 

ou r  fund  ba lance  i s  s t i l l  w i th in  the  Board  o f  22 

T rus tees '  po l i cy  o f  what  shou ld  be  on  hand to  23 

dea l  w i th  emergency  spend ing  needs .  24 

 W i th  th i s  b r i e f  desc r ip t ion  o f  wha t  i s  25 
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w i th in  the  budge t ,  I  wan t  to  aga in  thank  th e  2 

commi t tee  fo r  reschedu l i ng  the  cons ide ra t io n  o f  3 

th is  budge t  so  exped i t ious ly ,  and I  a l so  w i l l  be  4 

ava i lab le  he re  fo r  any  ques t ions .    5 

 Bu t  I  want  to  make  you  aware  o f ,  on  6 

F r iday ,  the  Co l l ege took  ove r  opera t ions  fo r  t he  7 

new l i fe  sc iences  bu i l d ing .   I t ' s  now in  ou r  8 

possess ion .   We wi l l  ac tua l l y  s ta r t  mov ing  th i s  9 

week .   And  over  the  nex t  f ew  weeks  we w i l l  be  10 

ex tend ing  an  inv i ta t ion  to  a l l  t he  members  o f  the  11 

l eg i s la tu re  to  come tour  the  fac i l i t y .   And  we  12 

look  fo rward  to  a  g ran t  open ing  ea r l y  in  th e  fa l l  13 

when  a l l  t he  s tudents  a re  back .  14 

 Thank you.   And  i f  you  have any  15 

ques t ions ,  I 'm cer ta in ly  here .  16 

 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    Any  ques t ions  f rom the  17 

l eg i s la to rs?   Leg is la to r  Becke r .  18 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Mr .  As t rab ,  good 19 

morn ing .   Wha t  t ime is  i t?   I t ' s  t h ree  o 'c l ock .   20 

Wow.  21 

 F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I  have  to  comp l iment  you  22 

and thank  you  fo r  the  amaz ing  work  you ' re  d o ing  23 

over  a t  the  Co l l ege there .   You know i t ' s  o ne o f  24 

the  sh in ing  s ta rs  in  th i s  Coun ty .   I t ' s  one  o f  25 
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the  th ings  tha t ,  desp i te  the  d i f f i cu l t ies  w e 've  2 

had in  th i s  Coun ty ,  a t  l eas t  s ince  I ' ve  bee n  on 3 

th is  boa rd ,  t ha t  we can a lways  c la im  to  be  d o ing  4 

ve ry  we l l  and ,  as  I  sa id ,  a  sh in ing  s ta r .  5 

 To  p resent  a  budge t  as  you  have and to  6 

work  as  ha rd  as  you ' ve  done to  no t  have any  tax  7 

i nc rease  o r  fee  increase  o r  even  a  tu i t i on  8 

i nc rease  i s  someth ing  tha t  I  can  on ly  say  i s  9 

phenomena l .   I t ,  o f  course ,  recogn izes  the  m any 10 

d i f f i cu l t i es  tha t  the  coun t ry  i s  exper ienc i ng  and 11 

tha t  we are  exper ienc ing  i n  N assau  County .    12 

 Bu t  you ' re  a t  t he  he lm o f  the  Co l l ege.   13 

You ' re  do ing  an  amaz ing  job .   I ' ve  go t ten  t o  know 14 

you pe rsona l ly .   I ' ve  seen  yo u  and  met  you a t  15 

o the r  func t i ons .   You promote  the  Co l l ege i n  a  16 

fan tas t i c  way .  17 

 The on ly  th ing  tha t  I  am amazed a t ,  o f  18 

course ,  i s  d id  you  say  the  tu i t i on  i s  3 ,000  -  19 

 DR.  ASTRAB:     990  per  yea r .  20 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Tha t ' s  l i ke  a  f i r e  21 

sa le .   My k ids  wen t  to  var ious  d i f fe ren t  sc hoo ls  22 

and I  th ink  tha t  t he  tu i t i on  was  in  the  30  to  23 

$35,000 range .   That 's  p re t t y  amaz ing ,  t ha t  you 24 

can ge t  the  qua l i t y  o f  educa t ion  tha t  you ' r e  25 
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ge t t ing ,  t he  foundat ion  to  go  to  a  fou r -yea r  2 

schoo l  and  even ,  i n  some cases ,  beg in  a  care er ,  3 

because o f  t he  t ra in ing  you ge t  a t  Nassau 4 

Commun i t y  Co l lege is  amaz ing .   And  I  have t o  5 

comp l iment  you.  6 

 You ' ve  been a t  t h i s  job  no t  t oo  long ,  and 7 

I  o f  cou rse  somet imes wonder  i f  you  thought  i t  8 

was a  grea t  i dea  to  come f rom F lor ida  to  he r e .   I  9 

hope  tha t  you  a t  l eas t  f ee l  t ha t  i t  i s  10 

wor thwh i le .   We ce r ta in l y  app rec ia te  you r  11 

exper t i se  and  the  amaz ing  work  you ' re  do ing .   My  12 

hear t fe l t  thanks  fo r  you r  e f fo r t s  and tha t  o f  the  13 

Board  o f  T rus tees .   Of  cou rse ,  I ' ve  been  a  s t rong 14 

suppor te r  o f  t he  Co l lege  a l l  a long  and  a lway s  15 

fe l t  t ha t  we  shou ld  keep  a  hands -o f f  app roa ch to  16 

the  Co l l ege,  even more  so  now when  you  take  in to  17 

accoun t  the  d i f f i cu l t  f i nances  tha t  I  know a re  18 

go ing  on  a t  t he  Co l l ege.   You  cont inue  to  d o  an  19 

amaz ing  - -  t h i s ,  t o  me ,  i s  an  amaz ing  budge t .   20 

And I  know you ' re  no t  sacr i f i c ing  the  educa t ion  21 

and the  qua l i t y  o f  educa t ion  the  s tudents  a re  22 

go ing  to  ge t  the re .  23 

 You ment ioned  someth ing  abou t  the  l i fe  24 

sc ience bu i l d ing .   Tha t ' s  f i na l l y  be ing  bu i l t ,  25 
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r i gh t?   When  you  say  take  ove r .  2 

 DR.  ASTRAB:     Yes .   The  cons t ruc t ion  is  3 

comp le te .   We 've  ac tua l l y  assumed the  4 

respons ib i l i t y  f o r  t he  bu i ld ing  f rom the  5 

cont rac tors  on  F r iday ,  June 1 .   Weathe r  6 

pe rm i t t i ng ,  we ' l l  s ta r t  mov ing  the  nurs ing  7 

depar tment  over  there  th is  week.   I  want  to  thank  8 

everyone ,  the  l eg i s la tu re  fo r  your  suppor t .   And  9 

when  you  ta l k  abou t  a f fo rdab le  educa t ion ,  I ' ve  10 

been  invo lved  in  h ighe r  educa t ion  ac ross  th e  11 

coun t ry  and I ' ve  never  seen a  coun ty  s tep  u p  and  12 

suppor t  i t s  commun i t y  co l l ege  the  way you d o .   13 

The tu i t ion  i s  a t  tha t  l eve l  because  o f  you r  14 

suppor t  and the  work  o f  so  many.   I t  con t in ues  to  15 

be  a  j ewe l  because  o f  the  facu l t y  - -  f u l l - t i me ,  16 

pa r t - t ime.    17 

 We have ou r  cha l lenges  ahead ,  bu t  we ' re  18 

go ing  to  make  the  most  o f  wha t  we do  have a nd 19 

cont inue  i t  t o  be  a f fo rdab le ,  h igh -qua l i t y ,  20 

h igher  educa t ion .  21 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    My hear t fe l t  thanks  22 

to  you  as  the  l eader  o f  the  Co l l ege and the  Board  23 

o f  T rus tees ;  I  w ish  you wou ld  express  my  24 

sent imen ts  to  them,  as  we l l .   Of  cou rse  we ' ve  go t  25 
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amaz ing  teachers  and  amaz ing  k ids  tha t  go  to  the  2 

schoo l .  3 

 DR.  ASTRAB:    Yes ,  we do .  4 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Thank  you .  5 

 DR.  ASTRAB:    Thank you.  6 

 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    Leg is la to r  Ford .  7 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you .   D r .  8 

As t rab ,  a l so  I  t h ink  I  have to  commend  you on  9 

th is  budge t .   I  look  fo rward  to  v i s i t i ng  the  l i f e  10 

sc ience,  t he  new l i f e  sc ience  bu i l d ing .   I  11 

remember  tak ing  the  tour  when  i t  was  under  12 

cons t ruc t i on .   Jus t  as  an  as ide  on  tha t .   W i l l  13 

tha t  a l l ow  you to  open  up the  nu rs ing  progr am to  14 

more  s tudents  o r  wou ld  you  p re t t y  much  s tay  15 

w i th in  the  number  tha t  you  have cu r ren t l y?  16 

 DR.  ASTRAB:    I n i t ia l l y  we ' l l  s tay  w i th  17 

tha t  number .   The nu rs ing  prog ram has  i t s  18 

accred i ta t ion  v i s i t  th is  fa l l .   I  th ink  the  new 19 

fac i l i t y ,  w i th  tha t  v i s i t ,  w i l l  lay  the  20 

g roundwork  fo r  us  be ing  ab le  to  expand .   Bu t  i t  21 

w i l l  a l l  be  w i th  the i r  b less i ng .  22 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I 'm  hop ing  tha t  maybe  23 

you w i l l  be  ab le  to  expand  i t  so  tha t  a  lo t  more  24 

young peop le  can  become nu rses  i n  today ' s  w or ld .  25 
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 Fo r  me  - -  and I  know tha t  you ' ve  done,  2 

w i th  the  park ing  l o t s .   I  know tha t  i t  a lwa ys  3 

seems,  a  l o t  o f  peop le  wou ld  say  i t ' s  jus t  a  4 

pa rk ing  lo t .   Bu t  I  have  to  say  tha t  a l l  o f  you  5 

work ing  a t  t he  schoo l  have  made i t  a  p r i o r i t y ,  6 

because we  know tha t  our  s tudents  have  to  t rave l ,  7 

have  to  pa rk ,  f i nd  park ing .   None o f  t hem,  o r  8 

maybe no t  a l l  o f  t hem ge t  to  schoo l  ea r l y ,  i n  9 

t ime  fo r  c lasses ,  a  lo t  o f  t hem are  runn ing  la te ,  10 

my  son  hav ing  had been  one  o f  them.   Hav ing  taken 11 

the  tour  to  see  what  you 've  done  so  fa r  on  some 12 

o f  t he  park ing  f ie lds  - -  and  I  know tha t  one  o f  13 

the  p lans  had  a l so  been tha t  you  were  go ing  to  14 

j o in  bas ica l l y  t he  park ing  f i e lds  so  the  s t udents  15 

wou ldn ’ t  have  to  t rave l  back  on to  Char les  16 

L indbergh Bou levard  to  go  f rom one  sec t i on  to  17 

anothe r .   Where  are  we  w i th  tha t?  18 

 DR.  ASTRAB:    The eas t  l o t ,  i s  p re t t y  19 

much  tha t  a rea  r igh t  now.   I t ' s  abou t  th ree -20 

quar te rs  done ,  I  wou ld  say .   We 've  c losed t ha t  21 

a rea  fo r  t he  summer  so  we can  speed up  and have 22 

i t  done by  m id-Augus t  and ope n  fo r  t he  fa l l .   So  23 

we  a re  on  ta rge t ,  weathe r  pe rm i t t i ng  here ,  t o  24 

have  tha t  a l l  comp le te .   And  I  t h ink  we 'd  a l l  say  25 
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tha t  t h i s  fa l l ,  we  fee l  ve ry  con f ident  f o r  t he  2 

f i rs t  t ime  tha t  pa rk ing ,  you ' l l  be  ab le  to  pu l l  3 

i n  and  f ind  someth ing  somewhere .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  have to  say  tha t  I  5 

know tha t  fo r  t he  pa rents  tha t  d id  ca l l  my o f f i ce  6 

i n  regards  to  the  s i tua t ion  way back  when,  I  7 

thank  you ve ry  much fo r  expand ing  the  pa rk i ng  8 

l o t ,  mak ing  i t  sa fer ,  and prov id ing  tha t  l i gh t ing  9 

tha t  we so  despera te ly  need.   Thank you ver y  10 

much .  11 

 DR.  ASTRAB:    I t  l ooks  very  good .   Thank  12 

you aga in  fo r  t he  suppor t .  13 

 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    Anyone  e lse?  14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 D r .  As t rab ,  t hank  you.  16 

 DR.  ASTRAB:    Thank you.  17 

 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    Any  pub l ic  comment?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease s ign i f y  by  20 

say ing  aye .  21 

 (Aye . )  22 

 Any  opposed?  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 The i t em passes  unan imous ly .  25 
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 That 's  a l l  we  have .   I ' l l  take  a  mot ion  2 

to  ad jou rn .  3 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Mot ion  to  ad jou rn .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Second.  5 

 CHAIRMAN KOPEL:    Mo t ion  by  Leg is la to r  6 

Becker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Ford .  7 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  ad journmen t?  8 

 (Aye . )  9 

 Any  opposed?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 We ' re  ad journed .  12 

  (Whereupon ,  the  Government  Serv i ces  & 13 

Opera t ions  Commi t tee  ad jou rned  a t  3 :00  p .m. )   14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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 C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  25 th  day  o f  June ,  2010 .  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


